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NEWSLETTER 
18th June 2021     
 

Last day of term for pupils – 20th July.  
21st July is an INSET  

 
There’s a lot on this newsletter – please make sure you see all the pages. 

 
Looking Forward  
 
Holiday Fun Events – prior notice 
We have been lucky enough to secure some Lottery funding for some extra 
holiday activities. We will be delivering this via Mr Ellis and his team at Little 
Sports. There’ll be a variety of days with magic, games and puzzles This is 
different to our After School Club which will be operating as normally. 
This is a first come first served basis. You will need to get your name down 
urgently because after a week we will have to open it up to all the other schools 
(pesky Lottery rules with something about being for the children of a community!) 
so places will soon be snapped up. 
Your child will be coming home with a flyer soon. Please follow the instructions on that leaflet for a place on some or all of the 
events. 

 
Post Roadmap Delay Changes 
The DfE made it clear that some events such as sports day could go ahead when they said,  

“Spectators must adhere to current social distancing requirements. Where events take place 
outdoors, spectators can gather in separate groups of up to 30 – the legal gathering limit. Multiple 
groups of 30 are permitted.” 

I thought, “Happy days!” and had all sorts of socially distanced plans for performances, sports days and parties, as well as 
transition/taster days 
 
Unfortunately, we have had several confirmed cases in the WAPS community in the last 7 days. Although we have 
not had to close any classes (fingers crossed – so far it has all been family members as opposed to staff/pupils), 
there’s no denying that the Delta variant is in the area and is affecting our school right now.  
 
I just don’t think it worth taking the risk of having events that may increase the risk of spread of a variant that is clearly in the 
town. I thought I would try and bring a bit of community back into the school at the tail end of a terrible year. But I think it’ll just 
result in class closures instead and nobody wants that. 
 I think we should just write this year off in terms of community events and stick to what we’ve been doing. 
 
So, our best laid plans are in the bin (again) and what follows is the plan until the end of term. 
 
Parents’ Consultations (More Below) 
We shall be providing an opportunity for parents to talk to their teacher if you want us to clarify anything in the report you will 
have received.  
Please note that we won’t have any extra detail to add – we would have put it in the report if we felt you needed to know.  
But for those who wish to discuss the report, we shall be operating a virtual parents evening using software called School 
Cloud. Those with children at BBHS will already have the system and it’s very popular with other schools as well – it comes 
highly recommended. Please see below on how to set up your appointments. 
 
SPORTS DAY IS OFF 
I’d got all the zones ready, bought the marker paint, we’ve been practicing and we are ready to go. But I just think it prudent to 
call it off. Classes will still do their events and have fun doing it all. But parents and family are not invited this year. 



Reception Taster Days, Transition and Move Up Days 
We are going to avoid transitions and move up days this year. I suspect BBHS and others will shortly be letting Year 6 know 
the same thing. 
History has shown us that children very quickly get to know their new staff in September and we are a small enough school 
that most children know the teacher they are moving to. DfE state: 

This means that traditional transitional and open days are unlikely to be feasible this academic year 
but we are keen not to restrict individual settings from designing events which maintain the integrity 
of bubbles or consistent groups, and adhere to the system of controls in place. 

Where a class may not know their next teacher we will: 

 Have Miss Rockingham & Mrs Jones go to Year 2 for at least one visit to introduce themselves. 

 Have William Amory Nursery children take the opportunity to visit their next classroom (if they are moving into the 
school). We have booked this for the morning of Thursday 15th July 2021. Drop off at Nursery as usual. 

 
 
Leavers Service 
We are going to bite the bullet and do a virtual leavers service like we did for our Christmas service. We will do it via Vimeo.  
 
And finally some good news…. 
…. LEAVERS PARTY IS ON! 
If this can be conducted outside, it can go ahead (see multiple groups of 30 as above) However, organisers should be aware 
that it CANNOT be held inside.  
If it is a rainy day, then the children will be allowed inside with staff and a nominal group of no more than 6 adults (logically  
6 x party organisers). Parents could remain outside with umbrellas. 
 
Parents’ Report Consultation  
5th July – 14:30 to 17.00 
6th July – 14.30 to 19.00 
 (Sports day clash with some of these dates so your class may not be able to have parents’ consultations until after 16:00) 
 
Your slot will be 5 minutes long. Please note that the software will automatically cut off after that time. They are at slightly odd 
times because we need 2 minutes to get ready for the next appointment. So you might find that the appointment is 16:38 for 
example. Bookings open on Monday 21st. 
 
I’ll not really be available on the day but I do try to get out several mornings and afternoons each week (mostly I’m on the KSI 
yard) so please do feel free to speak to me then if you wish.  
 
Please visit the attached web page for videos and instructions (https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-
parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call) but a basic set of instructions is below. 
 
You must type EXACTLY what you have provided us with. So if your first name is Alexandra you will need to type that in, not 
Lexi or Alex if you are known by those names. 
 

Parents’ Guide for Booking Appointments 
 

Browse to https://williamamory.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 

  

Step 1: Login 
Fill out the details on the page then click the Log In button. 

A confirmation of your appointments will be sent to the email address you 

provide. 

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call
https://williamamory.schoolcloud.co.uk/


  

Step 2: Select Parents' Evening 
Click on the date you wish to book. 

Unable to make all of the dates listed? Click I'm unable to attend. 

  

Step 3: Select Booking Mode 
Choose Automatic if you'd like the system to suggest the shortest possible 

appointment schedule based on the times you're available to attend. To pick the 

times to book with each teacher, choose Manual. Then press Next. 

We recommend choosing the automatic booking mode when browsing on a 

mobile device. 

  

Step 4: Select Availability 
Drag the sliders at the top of the screen to indicate the earliest and latest you 

can attend. 

  

Step 5: Choose Teachers 
Select the teachers you’d like to book appointments with. A green tick indicates 

they’re selected. To de-select, click on their name. 

  

Step 6: Book Appointments (Automatic) 
If you chose the automatic booking mode, you'll see provisional appointments 

which are held for 2 minutes. To keep them, choose Accept at the bottom left. 

If it wasn’t possible to book every selected teacher during the times you are able 

to attend, you can either adjust the teachers you wish to meet with and try again, 

or switch to manual booking mode. 

  

Step 7: Book Appointments 
Click any of the green cells to make an appointment. Blue cells signify where you 

already have an appointment. Grey cells are unavailable. 

To change an appointment, delete the original by hovering over the blue box and 

clicking Delete. Then choose an alternate time. 

You can optionally leave a message for the teacher to say what you’d like to 

discuss, or raise anything beforehand. 

Once you’re finished booking all appointments, at the top of the page in the alert 

box, press click here to finish the booking process. 

  

Step 8: Finished 
All your bookings now appear on the My Bookings page. An email confirmation 

has been sent and you can also print appointments by pressing Print. Click 

Subscribe to Calendar to add these and any future bookings to your calendar. 

To change your appointments, click on Amend Bookings. 

 


